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By-Laws – The Good, the Bad 

and the Ugly

The topics tonight will explain: 

1. What makes a good, a bad and a downright ugly By-law.

2. What can you do to make By-laws compliant with existing and new laws 

3. The process for making and changing By-laws and how to deal with 

residents causing disharmony. 
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD BY-LAW?

Keeping of animals

(1)  The occupier of a lot must not, without the body corporate's written approval---

(a)  bring or keep an animal on the lot or the common property; or

(b)  permit an invitee to bring or keep an animal on the lot or the common property.

1. One that is regulatory – as opposed to prohibitory

2. One that gives the committee flexibility to move in terms of the 

conditions they might attach to any approval

3. One that is simple to explain to owners as to ‘why’ it is there 
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WHAT MAKES A BAD BY LAW?

1.Complicated

2.Unreasonable

3.Unenforceable
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WHAT MAKES A DOWNRIGHT 

UGLY BY-LAW

No Erections on Lot or Common Property

A member shall not erect, construct or permit the construction 

or erection of any fence, pergola, screen, awning or other 

structure or outbuilding of any kind within or upon a lot or on 

common property without the approval in writing of the Body 

Corporate.



presented by Foundation Partners

BY-LAW COMPLIANCE EXISTING 

AND NEW 

What you can do to make By-laws compliant with 

existing and new laws for pets?

1. Pets has basically codified the decisions through the last 25 years 

– before now the word ‘animal’ wasn’t actually in the BCCMA

2. Most peoples by-laws essentially give the right to tow – the key 

issue is following the rules about acting reasonably on it 
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RECENT CHANGES TO 

BY-LAWS AND COMPLIANCE

What are the recent changes to towing laws and what 

by-laws should now include to be compliant?

1. Towing vehicles from common property is expressly allowed

2. Contravention notice process does not need to be followed

3. Bodies Corporate must still act reasonably and in accordance with all towing laws

4. New by-laws should contain a simple, reasonable, and lawful towing regime
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EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 

How can you effectively communicate and 

seek community observance of by-laws?

1. Community consultation when updating and methods such 

as memo reminders when it is a broad issue and direct 

letter to resident when just that person. 

2. Informing stakeholders how by-laws are obtained and new 

owners receive a copy.
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PROCESS FOR MAKING AND 

CHANGING BY-LAWS

What’s the process for making and changing By-laws?

1. First set is what the developer gives you

2. After that you can generally change by special res other than 

where it is an EU by-law which requires res w/o dissent

3. Always needs a GM – not secret ballot – and the question is 

whether you just put on the agenda or give people more 

information to understand it first 
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OPTIONS FOR RESIDENTS 

CAUSING DISHARMONY

What are the options when you have recalcitrant residents 

causing disharmony?

1. By-law enforcement is mandatory

2. Must issue the offending owner and/or occupier with a contravention notice

3. Monitor compliance with the contravention notice

4. If necessary, apply to an adjudicator to enforce compliance



Q&A
Your Questions Answered
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