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By-Laws – The Good, the Bad 

and the Ugly

The topics tonight will explain: 

1. What makes a good, a bad and a downright ugly By-law.

2. What can you do to make By-laws compliant with existing and new laws 

3. The process for making and changing By-laws and how to deal with 

residents causing disharmony. 
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD BY-LAW?

1. Simple  2. Reasonable  3. Enforceable 

Keeping of animals

(1)  The occupier of a lot must not, without the body corporate's written approval---

(a)  bring or keep an animal on the lot or the common property; or

(b)  permit an invitee to bring or keep an animal on the lot or the common property.

Note- See section 181 in relation to the right of the owner or occupier of a lot to keep a guide, hearing or assistance dog on the lot.

(2)  The body corporate may grant the approval subject to conditions that are, in the circumstances, reasonable and appropriate.

(3)  If the body corporate grants the approval, the body corporate must give the occupier a written notice stating---

(a)  the body corporate's approval; and

(b)  if the approval is subject to conditions ---the conditions.

(4)  The body corporate's approval may be withdrawn if the occupier does not comply with the conditions stated in the notice.
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WHAT MAKES A BAD BY LAW?

Parking

(a) The owner of a lot shall not leave a vehicle parked on the common property.

(b) The Body Corporate shall tow any vehicle parked in contravention of this by-law.

(c) An owner shall be liable for any costs incurred by the Body Corporate as a 

result of a contravention of this by-law, and the Body Corporate shall be entitled 

to recover all such costs from the owner as a debt.

1. Unlawful under section 180 of the BCCM Act

2. Fails to properly identify the who, how, where 

3. Not tailored for the scheme 
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WHAT MAKES A DOWNRIGHT 

UGLY BY-LAW

No Erections on Lot or Common Property

A member shall not erect, construct or permit the construction or erection 

of any fence, pergola, screen, awning or other structure or outbuilding of 

any kind within or upon a lot or on common property without the approval 

in writing of the Body Corporate.
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BY-LAW COMPLIANCE EXISTING AND NEW 

What you can do to make By-laws compliant with 

existing and new laws for pets?

• What's working and what's not working

• Don't change for the sake of change

• Engage an expert to do a wholesale review of all the 

    by-laws, but   tailored to your scheme
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RECENT CHANGES TO BY-LAWS

AND COMPLIANCE

What are the recent changes to towing laws and 

what by-laws should now include to be compliant?

1. Existing towing rights unaffected

2. Procedural impediments for owner/occupier towing removed

3. Express right to tow should be included in by-laws + reasonable
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EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 

How can you effectively communicate and seek 

community observance of by-laws?

1. Community consultation when updating and methods such 

as memo reminders when it is a broad issue and direct 

letter to resident when just that person. 

2. Informing stakeholders how by-laws are obtained and new 

owners receive a copy.
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PROCESS FOR MAKING AND 

CHANGING BY-LAWS

What’s the process for making and changing By-laws?

1. Changing by-laws means changing the community management 

statement, which requires a special resolution at a general meeting.

2. If the new by-laws are approved, the new community management 

statement must be lodged at the Titles Office within 3 months.

3. The new by-laws only take effect when the new community 

management statement is registered by the registrar of the Titles 

Office.
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OPTIONS FOR RESIDENTS 

CAUSING DISHARMONY

What are the options when you have recalcitrant 

residents causing disharmony?

1. Informal measures

2.By-law contravention procedures

3.Enforcement
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